Congressman Collin Peterson’s Informational Meeting

Opportunities for Community Based Food Systems in the 2008 Farm Bill

Friday, April 17, 2009

AGENDA

9:00


Registration Opens

9:30


Introductions at each Local Site

9:40


Welcome By Congressman Peterson
10:00
David Gaffaney, Minnesota State Program Director for Rural Business/Cooperative Services at USDA Rural Development 


Value Added Producers Grant (VAPG)

Rural Micro-Entrepreneur Assistance Program

Business and Industry Loan Guarantee Program (B&I)

Rural Energy for America (REAP)

Rural Business Enterprise Grants and Rural Business Opportunity Grants (RBEG & RBOG) 
Rural Economic Development Loan and Grant Program (REDLAG)

10:45
Keith Jones, Staff Director for Horticulture and Organic Agriculture, Subcommittee, U.S. House of Representatives Committee on Agriculture 


Organic Research Initiative

Organic certification cost share program

EQIP and organic

Planting flexibility pilot program 
Specialty Crops Block Grant Program
Community Food Programs
11:30


Errol Bragg, Director, Marketing Services Division, 
Transportation and Marketing Programs USDA-AMS, Washington, DC.
Farmers Market Promotion Program and EBT for Farmers Markets 
12:00
Wrap-Up and Conclusion 
