Minnesota Department of Transporiation:

Office of Freight and Commercial Vehicle Operations
MS 470

395 John lrefand Bivd.

St. Paul, MN 55155-1899

May 4, 2009

The Honorable Collin Peterson
2211 Raybum — House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

RE: Minnesota Valley Regional Rail Authority (MVRRA)
Rehabilitation '

Dear Representative:

The purpose of this letter is to express support for the above referenced
project for consideration as a High Priority Project (HPP). This Minnesota
Valley Regional Rail Authority Federal project request is fo rehabilitate the
railroad line owned by MVRRA and operated under lease by the
Minnesota Prairie Line Railroad Company.

This project request will improve the rail line so frains can operate at 25
mph compared to the current 10 mph. 'In addition, improvements will be
made to public grade crossings in the area. The project has the potential
to be the catalyst for economic development by improving the quality of

 rail service for shippers in the region. The project builds upon previously

completed work.

- Thank you for the opportunity to express our support for this rehabilitation

project.

Sincerely,

Cecil Selness
Minnesota Dept. of Transportation
Director, Office of Freight & Commercial Vehicle Operations
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